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The 


Lessons 


Today’s topic of discussion, 
The Lessons of Life, reveal 
through honest analysis the 
evolutionary process of our 
eternal being known as the 
human soul. Each moment of 
each and every day, we attract 
from the cosmos all of the 
lessons known as experiences 
that are necessary to free us 
from the bondage and error of 
ignorance. Experiences, or 
lessons, that continue to repeat 
themselves in our conscious- 
ness reveal to us the need to 
make greater effort to free 
ourselves from entertaining in 
consciousness those patterns 
of mind, like great magnets, 
that attract from the universe 
the repetition of certain 
lessons or experiences. 
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of 
Life 


by Richard P. Goodwin 


This philosophy teaches 
that change is made possible 
through the law of repetition. 
And so it is that man may find 
a greater peace and purpose in 
life by accepting with a joyous 
heart and an honest mind, 
these many lessons and experi- 
ences in his day-to-day activi- 
ties. The greatest cloud, or de- 
lusion, created by the human 


The greatest cloud, or 
delusion, created by the 
human mind is the delusion 
that the cause of any 
experience is outside and 
therefore beyond the power 
or the control to change it 
by our own efforts. 
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mind is the delusion that the 


cause of any experience is out- 
side and therefore beyond the 


power or the control to 
change it by our own efforts. 


And because we entertain so 
frequently that delusion of 
blame outside, we become 
ever increasingly controlled by 
the fluxuating changes of 
creation itself. We all know 
that creation offers to all of us 
a duality of experiences and as 
long as we permit our minds 
to entertain a need for 
creation, then as long as we do 
that, we shall continue to 
experience this so-called good, 
and so-called bad, this so- 
called fullness, and this so- 
called lack. Wise is he who 
seeks not the things of 
creation. Wise indeed is he 
who seeks that substance, that 
essence, that Intelligence that 
brings the good things of 
creation. For he who seeks the 
things and not the cause of 
things is ever controlled by the 
fluxuating desires of the 
human mind. 


... he who seeks the things 
and not the cause of things 
is ever controlled by the 
fluxuating desires of the 
human mind. 


It is not easy, until we are 
willing to make the effort, to 
find our true purpose on this 


earth realm. For the lessons 


that continue to repeat them- 
selves in our lives are the very 


things that are necessary for us 
to make the changes in con- 


sciousness that will bring us 
this goodness which in truth is 
our divine right. Now, Divine 
Right is not dependent upon 
people, places, or things. Di- 
vine Right is dependent upon 
Divine Acceptance. Now we 
all use this Divine Acceptance 
which in this philosophy is 
known as Divine Will. We use 
it in many limited ways, and 
because we limit, in our mind, 
this use of Divine Will, we 
alone suffer the consequences. 
For the limitation of Divine 
Will in consciousness is the 
transgression against universal 
demonstrable law itself. Each 
and every rejection that we 
entertain in our minds binds 
us to the dual law of creation, 
and each and every acceptance 
we entertain in our mind frees 
us in the divine flow of God 
itself. 


Each and every rejection 
that we entertain in our minds 
binds us to the dual law of 
creation, and each and every 
acceptance we entertain in 
our mind frees us in the 
divine flow of God itself. 


This philosophy teaches 
that our adversities become 
(continued page 5) 3 


The Wanderer ends his wanderings in the kingdoms of hell. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


FAREWELL TO THE DARK LAND 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Continued from last issue— 

I now perceived that those 
Brothers of Hope, who like 
myself had been assisting the 
poor wounded spirits, all be- 
longed to the same company 
as myself, and they were all 
collecting together, the little 
starry lights we each carried 
looking indeed like emblems 
of hope in darkness. Faithful 
Friend and I joined the others 
and were soon interchanging 
greetings and congratulations, 
like a brigade of soldiers about 
to return home after a success- 
ful campaign. 

Before we again passed 
through the fiery ring that en- 
compassed this region, the 
leader of our band conducted 
us to the top of a high pin- 
nacle of rock from which we 
beheld the cities and plains 
and mountains of that Land of 
Darkness, through which each 
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of us had passed in our pil- 
grimage. And standing on that 
mountain peak we could 
survey the mighty panorama 
of Hell stretched out at our 
feet. He then addressed us in 
grave, solemn tones: 

“This scene upon which 
we look is but a small, a very 
small, fractional portion of the 
great sphere which men have 
been wont to speak of as ‘Hell.’ 
There are dark spheres above 
this which may seem to many 
to deserve the name until they 
have seen this place and learn- 
ed in it how low a soul can 
sink and how much more 
terrible in this sphere can be 
both the crimes and the suffer- 
ings. The great belt of dark 
matter of which is com- 
posed this, the lowest of the 
earth spheres, extends for 
many million miles around us, 
and has received within its 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 

our attachments — it is asubtle 
law. My good friends, our 
adversities in life are in truth 
attachments waiting to be re- 
cognized. The life that we are 
already aware of, this limited 
earth life, has revealed to us 
that yesterday’s attachments 
are often today’s adversities, 
and vice versa. And so, who 
would hitch their wagon, so 
to speak, to such a star that 
would bring us to heights and 
drop us to depths — that is 
not where a wise man places 
his reliance for to do so is not 
only foolhearty and detrimen- 
tal to the peace and the 
mental balance through which 
our soul is striving to express, 
but it is a living of suffering, 
of limitation, of lack, and 
frequent disaster. That is not 
what life is all about. Life is 
not only the lessons yet to be 
learned, but life is that great 
beauty, that truth, that joy, 
that peace, that happiness that 
is in the very moment of our 
own acceptance. 


The only thing that will free 
us from the thoughts that 
we are thinking is the choice 
that we alone in any moment 
have to make. 


God cannot, for God does 
not work that way, God can- 
not change your thought, for 


the divine law of God is to sus- 
tain. God is the greatest servant 
ever known, or ever shall be 
known. Therefore, God sus- 
tains whatever thought, what- 
ever pattern of mind, whatever 
attitude you choose to make. 
And the choice is ever up to 
us. If we choose thoughts in 
mind that do not bring joy, 
and happiness, and fulfillment, 
this great God sustains that 
thought that you alone have 
chosen to entertain, and there 
is no prayer that will free you 
from the thought that you 
alone choose to entertain in 
mind. The only thing that will 
free us from the thoughts that 
we are thinking is the choice 
that we alone in any moment 
have to make. We may choose 
the thoughts that bring us that 
which our mind is dictating 
that it needs. That thought is 
then sustained by the very 
power that holds all of the 
planets in space — that is the 
Intelligence to rely on, for it is 
the only reliable Intelligence 
that we shall ever know, or 
that we have ever known. 

It seems the frequent 
frailty of the human mind is 
to attempt, to attempt, to 
rely upon that Intelligence, 
and then after a short period 
of time, to dictate that in cer- 
tain areas that Intelligence is 
not at home. The reason that 
we think that way is because 
(continued page 7) 5 
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“Very uplifting. Good, good 
gathering of people.” — L. L. 


* * K OK *K 


“T love it. What you’re doing 
is right on, as far as I can tell.” 


* KF K K 


“The service was inspirational, 
entertaining and concrete in 
expressing knowing of God in 
the physical. It was full.” 


kok * OK 


“IT really enjoyed the services 
this morning. I wish I lived in 
the city where I could be with 
you every Sunday. May God 
bless and take care of all.’’J.V. 


* ok K k OK 


“The service was very interest- 
ing and helpful. Thank you.” 
=. Lis 
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“T found the individual caring 


and approach very rewarding.” 
=P /G 


* * K K 


“Very interesting. Powerful. 
I'll be back.”— J. McK. 


* Kk K K 


“I thoroughly enjoyed the 
service and plan on coming 
back.” 


* ek K OK 


“I thought it was a very 
positive attitude of utilizing 
our energy of becoming more 
secure in ourselves.”’-T.L.R.A. 


* Ke KF K 


“The message was very useful 
and down to earth. The read- 
ings were very personal and an 
exciting example of the spirit 
speaking through man.”—A.S. 
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continued from page 5 

the thought and the dictate of 
our mind has not yet permit- 
ted that Divine Intelligence to 
bring us that which we are so 
dearly seeking in life. This 
philosophy teaches to “put 
God in it or forget it.”” Now 
we must all awaken someday 
to that great truth — “‘that it is 
human to forgive, but that it is 
divine to forget.”” And so, 
when the statement is made 
“to put God in it or forget it,”’ 
we must become divine in that 
moment, in that effort, to for- 
get. Now we know that it 
takes will to forget anything. 
It takes the will of the Divine 
within us to change our own 
thinking, and that will of the 
Divine, is known as Total 
Acceptance. 

Let us pause for a moment 
and take stock of the things 
that we accept in life. Let us 
be honest with ourself in that 
analysis, and we will become 


... our adversities in life 
are in truth attachments 
waiting to be recognized. 


aware, to our great surprise, of 
how little we accept of the 
abundance of life herself. We 
think we accept so much, but 
when we take stock of what 
we really do accept, we find 
we are extremely limited in 
our lives. Therefore, that 


demonstration of honesty 
with ourselves reveals to us 
how small our God truly is, 
for our God is no greater, and 
our God is no smaller than our 
willingness and our demon- 
stration of acceptance. It was 
stated once in our class, that 
when man says, ‘‘O God, that’s 
all I got,’ that God answers, ‘‘O 
man, if you’re so smart, that’s 
all you'll get.’”’ So when we 
dictate to the Divine, we are in 
that moment becoming greater 
than the Divine. Now we all 
know that we are not capable 
of doing the job of Infinite 
Intelligence. If we were cap- 
able, we would certainly be 
doing it. It is not within our 
power to create a life. It is 
within our power to abide by 
the divine natural law through 
which life may come to earth, 
but we as individuals are not 
yet great enough to create a 
life. But we are great enough 
to change a thought, and 
change a life, our life. No man 
can change the thought of 
another, but every man can 
change the thought of himself. 

Philosopher upon philoso- 
pher has stated throughout the 
ages—as you believeth in your 
heart shall you becometh, for 
the heart is the expression of 
the eternal soul, your true 
being. Remember, my good 
friends, you are not the experi- 
ences of yesterday, you are not 
(continued page 9) 7 


The influence of cellular and nerve feeding on youth and health. 


Views 
C Heavenly Home 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


CHAPTER X. 


WONDERFUL SCENES IN THE SUMMERLAND 


Continued from last issue— 

But do you not recall instances 
in our day and country, where 
young women (because their 
nerves and tissues are far finer 
than man’s) have lived days, 
weeks, and even months, with- 
out eating anything substantial, 
and sometimes, also, wholly 
abstaining from drinking? 
Their breathing, however, 
went on all the same, but, in 
some cases, all the bodily 
functions were permanently 
suspended. And yet, because 
the patient partook of spiritual 
meat which only the angels 
know, the physical body did 
not rapidly waste away, and 
the physiological wonder grew 
among men, greater and great- 
er, day by day. These cases on 
earth are crude illustrations of 
eating, drinking, and breathing, 
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in the Summerland. 


* * * KK * 


Concerning wonderful 
scenes and structures. — Re- 
suming our celestial observa- 
tions, we pass beyond the 
Diakka Reservation, where 
congregate the bright-witted, 
the striving, the skeptical, the 
darkness loving, the sunset- 
haunted. We look beyond the 
color-line where the dark 
luxuriance ceases and the 
reign of light and loveliness 
begins. You behold a vast con- 
tinent of what may be called 
Religiousness. 

We stand almost beneath 
the path in which our sun rolls 
on its journey toward the 
Pleiades. The characteristics of 
the landscape surprise you; for 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page 7 

the experiences of today, you 
will not be the experiences of 
tomorrow. You are that Intelli- 
gence which is behind those 
experiences. It is your mental 
body that is being refined that 
it may become a pure instru- 
ment for the expression of 
your true being. You are not 
the things that you entertain 


in thought, you are the cause 


... it is the freeing ourselves 
from ourselves that is the 
true joy of life herself. 


that is behind them. Do not 
be deluded by the changing 
thoughts of your mind, for 
they change moment by 
moment. For if you permit 
yourselves to be deluded by 
them, you will rob yourself 
of your divine right of peace, 
for they are the expression of 
creation and they are governed 
and controlled by dual law. 


It is stated that energy 
follows attention — and so 
demonstrably true it is. 
Choose more wisely your 
thoughts, for they are the 
magnets that are pulling you 
to your own waiting experi- 
ences. There is nothing that 
can pull you anywhere that 
you alone do not set into 
motion. There is no God and 
no angel that controls your 
mind. You are the one that 
uses it for the good, or abuses 
it through errors of ignorance. 
We are more than what we 
think we are because we are 
thinking so very limited in our 
lives. We did not begin our 
journey on this, the earth 
realm; we will not end our 
journey on this, the earth 
realm. And when we accept 
that demonstrable truth, we 
will free ourselves from our- 
selves, and it is the freeing 
ourselves from ourselves that 
is the true joy of life herself. 


That that we accept, we experience. 
That that we reject, enslaves us. 


ee Rk Rk 


Stand guardian at the portal of your thought that you may 
experience the freedom and joy of your eternal soul. 


—The Wise One 
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Arvocation 


Thank you, God, for the 
right to choose our thoughts 


—— SS) 


so that we may experience 
freedom from their bondage. 


DM eading 


The Living Light philoso- 
phy teaches that “as we 
thinketh, we becometh.”’ This 
teaching is demonstrated in 
every experience that we have 
in life. For, as we become 
aware of our thoughts we also 
become aware of their con- 
nection with our experiences. 
For example, if we think 
positive, happy, pleasant 
thoughts we will experience 
feeling positive, happy, pleas- 
ant feelings — and conversely, 
when we_ think negative 
thoughts we feel negative, sad, 
angry, fearful. We must have 
first had a thought arise from 
either our conscious or sub- 
conscious mind in order for us 
to experience any feeling or 
emotion. 

Thus, the truth that we do 
in fact create our own reality 
can be demonstrated for our- 
selves, for we can experience 
the effects of our own think- 
ing when we become aware of 
just what it is that we are 
thinking. With awareness of 
our thoughts we are able to 
view that whatever we feel, 
whatever we _ experience, 


whatever we see, and what- 
ever we are to become is only 
an effect of our own thoughts. 
By making a conscious effort 
to control what we think each 
moment — control meaning to 
choose positive thoughts and 
eliminate negative thoughts — 
we become masters of our 
destiny rather than slaves of 
our thoughts. 

When we become masters 
of our destiny we discover 
that people and experiences 
seem to change before our 
very eyes; however, it wasn’t 
the person nor the experience 
that changed — it was our 
thought, our attitude, our 
belief that changed. Just as 
“beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder,” so is life in the eye 
of the beholder. We see with- 
out what we have been creat- 
ing within our own mind. We 
see the goodness of life, we see 
the love and joy of life, if that 
is what we have been enter- 
taining in our mind. It is then 
that we have created our 
“heaven on earth,” it is then 
that we are in harmony with 
all of life. 


Menediction 


Oh God, help us to see 
10 


that we alone control our 
destiny with our thoughts. 


‘Today’s View of Past Frontiers 


MOLLIE FANCHER —THE BROOKLYN ENIGMA 


Article taken from CENTENNIAL BOOK OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA 


The record of this woman’s 
puzzling life is, by far, one of 
Spiritualism’s most interesting 
and baffling mysteries. 

Due to two serious acci- 
dents Mollie became blind and 
bed-ridden in 1866 at 17 years 
of age. Confined to bed for 
44 long years, unable at times 
to move more than a hand, an 
arm or her neck, she unfolded 
remarkable clairvoyance and 
multiple personality. Many 
outstanding individuals visited 
her, studying her case; one of 
them, Judge Abram H. Dailey, 
published a book: ‘‘Mollie 
Fancher, who am I?” in which 
he told of her powers and ex- 
periences. 

For 9 years she took no 
food, lay on her right side in a 
paralyzed state with twisted 
limbs, all natural functions of 
her body ceased, and her pulse 
seldom perceptible. In this 
state she was possessed by a 
decidedly accomplished per- 
sonality who executed delicate 
fancy-work with Mollie’s 


crippled hands, wrote beauti- 
fully, saw colors in the dark, 
and read clairvoyantly books 
placed under her pillow. To 
test these powers an eminent 
American Astronomer took a 
torn letter from a _ waste- 
basket, placed these pieces in a 
sealed envelope, and it was 
read correctly. 

At the end of 9 years, the 
original personality returned, 
the rigidity of the physical 
body relaxed, and she became 
a victim of frightful convul- 
sions. Between these spasms 
other personalities asserted 
themselves: Sunbeam, Idol, 
Resolved, Ruby and Pearl. 

At Lily Dale, New York, 
in the care of Arthur Myers, 
are the magnificient red velvet 
portiers embroidered in gold 
threads by Mollie, under spirit 
control, all work done with 
her hands over and back of her 
head, never seeing a thread 
that was put into this marvel- 
ous work. 
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EWS 
and 


VIEWS 


Scientists believe they 
have discovered what man has 
been seeking throughout his- 
tory — a cure-all potion, a 
wonder drug. They call it 
‘interferon,’’ because it “‘in- 
terferes with development and 
growth of viruses that attack 
the body.”* “Interferon” is a 
protein substance which the 
body produces naturally in 
small amounts. Scientists ‘“‘sus- 
pect it may be useful in treat- 
ing afflictions from the com- 
mon cold to rabies to some 
forms of cancer.” 

Seeking to produce this 
natural protein synthetically, a 
group of researchers at the 
University of Zurich report 
finding ‘‘a technique of gene- 
splitting that tums common 
bacteria into tiny ‘factories’ 
that will produce interferon,” 
The National Cancer Institute 
and the American Cancer 
Society are optimistic enough 
about interferon’s usefulness 


in treating cancer that they 
12 


by Beverly Houser* 


have spent the largest amount 
of money on researching it 
that has ever been allocated 
for a single research project. 

By man’s discovery of this 
“natural cure-all” to be avail- 
able in his own body, a part of 
the body’s defense system, 
science is closing the gap be- 
tween the scientific commun- 
ity and the spiritual philoso- 
phies of the world. For spiri- 
tual philosophies, including 
The Living Light philosophy, 
teach and have always taught 
that the answer to man’s pain 
and suffering lies within. The 
Living Light philosophy 
teaches that it is man’s nega- 
tive thinking that brings about 
a break-down in the perfect 
health to which man is en- 
titled. Man is entitled to per- 
fect health as a divine birth- 
right. This perfect health 
flows through the law of 
harmony, which states that 
when our mind and soul are 
in perfect balance we are in 
harmony with life, and per- 
fect health is the effect. 

The wonder of this new 
‘wonder drug” is that man 
always had and always will 
have within him, that which 
he has sought outside of him- 
self. 

*“Interferon—Wonder Drug of 
the Future,” Chicago Tribune, 
February 26, 1980. 


POET'S PEM 


A SIGHT 


Well, big ego, you really are a sight 
Always having to be right 

Always wanting to do it your way 
Always needing to have your say. 

Well, big ego, I’ve news for you 

Your job is just to get me through 

A world of big egos just like you 

For you see, oh, you must have known, 
You may be a sight, but you’re not alone. 


—Beverly Houser 


IT’S GOD 


Whenever someone smiles at you 
God is sending his love too 
Whenever someone takes your hand 
God is helping the only way he can 
Whenever someone says “‘you can do it” 
God is encouraging you to try 
Whenever someone tells you “‘hope for the best” 
God is there to do the rest 
And, whenever someone wants you to be more 
It’s God that’s holding open the door. 
—Beverly Houser 


POSSIBLE 


There is nothing that’s impossible 
If you believe it’s so 
There is nothing you cannot do 
If you accept as true 
That it can happen to you. 
—Beverly Houser 
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Mansur explains why Ahrinziman’s former master is earth-bound. 


She Strange Story 
of 


by Anita Silvani 


AU RIN ZIMA 


CHAPTER V 


MY OLD MASTER; TEACHINGS ON THE DEMATERIALIZING 
OF OBJECTS AND THE PROLONGATION OF LIFE IN EARTH BODIES 


Continued from last issue— 

Look upon me! Behold my 
grey hairs, my bent form, and 
know that I also, when I re- 
newed again and again my 
Earthly life made the mistake 
Jelal-ud-din did, and it hath 
taken me these many centuries 
of Spirit life to win back even 
the strength I now possess, 
which, after all, is but that of 
an old man, and wonder not 
that I sought to destroy all 
traces of that manuscript in 
which I detailed the means 
which had led to mine own 
destruction. Sin hath me in 
her clutches. The love of evil, 
the desire to enjoy still the sin- 
ful pleasures of mine animal 
Soul is yet so strong in me 
that I would not exchange my 
present lot for all the pure 
joys of Paradise, were it possi- 
ble that its gates would open 
to me now. I have not one 
desire in affinity with the pure 
lives of the Saints of Paradise. 
14 


The gulf between us is impas- 
sable. Therefore think not that 
it was with the thought of 
doing even one good action 
that I snatched that scroll 
from thine hand lest thou 
should learn the secret it con- 
tained. No! It was only that I 
desired not that the monstrous 
error of supposing that to 
renew the poor earthly shell 
was to endow the immortal 
Spirit with fresh life should be 
any longer associated with ME 
or MY studies. For thee and 
for Jelal-ud-din I cared not. 
The Dark Angel, who is my 
Master here, might have led 
you both into the bottomless 
pit of destruction and I should 
not have raised one finger to 
prevent him. But when he 
took that misguiding scroll 
from the grave where I deem- 
ed it hidden forever, and sent 
it forth to propagate AN 
ERROR in MY name, then 
was my wrath aroused, and I 


THE STRANGE STORY OF AHRINZIMAN 


rested not till I had torn it 
from thy keeping. 

“Let us go hence,” he 
added after a pause. ‘“‘Let us 
go hence, for as yet thou canst 
do no good to Jelal-ud-din. 
Only time can help him. If 
thou hast any other one thou 
dost desire to see, think of 
them, and thine own desire 


will take us there.” 

Then I bethought me of 
Prince Ahmed, who had slain 
me, and of the faithful friend 
Ben Al Zulid, who had come 
too late to save me. And lastly 
I thought of Zuleika, and 
longed to know her fate, and 
whether she had shed even one 
tear over mine untimely end. 


CHAPTER VI.—I FIND ZULEIKA 


As Mansur had said, my 
thoughts carried us to Agbatan, 
where I beheld Ahmed in all 
the glory of his position as 
King. Towards him my feel- 
ings were not particularly 
bitter. He had ever been an 
open foe, and in my death did 
but carry out the policy I had 
expected of him. We had each 
played our game to gain a 
throne. He had won and I had 
lost — that was all. I paused 
not long with him. An unseen 
shadow I stood among his 
throng of courtiers, and but 
for the recollection of myself 
which my presence caused to 
some among the crowd, none 
felt any consciousness of my 
presence. 

From the Palace my 
thoughts carried me far away 
to a small fortress in the 
mountains. Here I found that 
Ben Al Zulid had retired, and 
was spending the evening of 
his life in the calm studies of a 


philosopher, and though my 
presence and touch could not 
make him conscious that my 
Spirit stood beside him in very 
fact, he nevertheless seemed to 
feel that I was somehow near 
him, for he got up, and looking 
half uneasily over his shoulder 
to where I stood, said in a low 
tone: 

“Strange! Strange indeed 
is this feeling that come over 
me! I could almost have vow- 
ed that the Soul of my dead 
Master’s much _ loved _ son 
Ahrinziman had returned to 
Earth again. Methought he was 
here but now. I had almost 
forgotten he was dead, alas! 
like all whom I have loved.” 

He sighed deeply and 
tumed again unto his books, 
while I glided from the room, 
moved almost to tears by the 
sound of affection in his voice. 

The image of Zuleika rose 
before me now, and I soon 
found that I was entering the 
(continued page 17) 15 


Dictionary 


of 


The Living Light Philosophy 


REF RENN 


lear channel — a person 
who is free from person- 
ality and subconscious color- 
ization of the communication. 


ompassion is the effect 
of wisdom. It is not pity. 
Pity is the effect of sympathy. 


Ssence — The essence ofa 
thing is its principle. 


F orgetfulness reveals that 
what we _ forget was 
pretty low on our priority list 
in the first place. 
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S elf-control — to control 
ourselves from the tapes 
in our mind that bring us 
disturbance and rob us from 
what is known as_ peace, 
serenity and freedom. 


S piritual unfoldment 
means to free your spirit 
from the bondage of the 
experiences that have been 
accepted that are dictating our 
life at this very moment. It 
means to free your own 
divinity by accepting the truth 
of its freedom in the first 
place. 
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Palace of Parsagherd, and 
floating towards the haunted 
wing. 

As with the house of 
Jelal-ud-din, this part of the 
Palace wore, to my Spiritual 
eyes, the stamp of more than 
mere mortal ruin and decay. 
The hangings upon the walls 
were ragged and stained with 
blood, and bore, as pictures 
engraved upon them _ the 
scenes of treachery and 
murder enacted within the 
rooms. The floors of polished 
marble were slippery with 
pools of blood, and deep 
holes like pitfalls seemed to 
gape on every side. I crossed 
over to the secret passage, and 
and there within it beheld 
Zuleika sleeping, clothed in 
the black mantle which had 
enshrouded her in my last 
vision in Jelal-ud-din’s mirror. 
For I knew now, alas! that it 
was she whom I had seen im- 
prisoned as in a narrow vault, 
tearing up the ground with her 
finger nails, and beating on the 
hard walls in her death agony. 
Alas! And alas! I read all the 
fearful story as I looked at the 
grim walls wherein her terrible 
struggles for liberty, her slow 
agony of starvation and dread- 
ful death, were all mirrored. 
None had guessed that she was 
imprisoned there. Few had 
even missed her. And not till 


Ahmed, roused at last from his 
conquests to the memory of 
the woman he had professed 
to love, inquired for her, did it 
at last dawn upon anyone that 
she and not some lost Spirit 
from the dark regions had 
uttered those terrible shrieks 
which for days had rung 
through the deserted wing and 
penetrated like faint echoes to 
the other part. Then when 
Ahmed caused the place to be 
searched none knew the secret 
of the hidden door. There 
were no cries now to guide 
them, for the silence of the 
place was the silence of Death. 
Thus even Zuleika’s body was 
never found, and her fate re- 
mained a mystery whose solu- 
tion could only be guessed by 
the shuddering seekers for her. 

When I entered the pas- 
sage I saw at the further end, 
next the door which led to the 
rooms once occupied by King 
Selim, the crumbling skeleton 
of a woman, robed in the rag- 
ged remnants of a black 
mantle, the fleshless hands 
still clutching at the fatal door 
which I had caused to be 
walled up, little dreaming 
whose death trap it was to 
prove. Near this crumbling 
Earth-body there lay the Spirit 
of Zuleika, attached to it by a 
fine thread of magnetic ether. 
Like the Earthly body it was 
wrapped in a ragged robe of 
(continued page 19) 17 


The following appeared in the New York Reformer: 


PENETRALIA 


BEING HARMONIAL ANSWERS TO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
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by Andrew Jackson Davis 


QUESTIONS ON THE MYTHS OF MODERN THEOLOGY 


Continued from last issue— 

A Word to ‘Silonius” by 
“Senex.” 

“To the Editor of the Re- 
former: 

‘“ ‘The Bible says so.’ Yes; ‘the 
Bible says so.’ This was the 
teaching of our early days, 
when we listened to the 
solemn admonition of a dearly 
loved, but now sainted mother, 
in the calm quiet of a New- 
England Sabbath eve. ‘The 
Bible says so’ has been our 
guiding star through many a 
dark and cheerless night of 
sorrow. “The Bible says so’ has 
rung in our ears, when with 
attentive spirit we have 
listened to its teachings. “The 
fool hath said in his heart, 
there is no God.’ ‘Thy word is 
a lamp to my path.’ ‘Hold 
thou me up, and I shall be 
safe.’ ‘God is no respecter of 
persons, for whosoever work- 
eth righteousness shall be 
18 


accepted of him’ ‘The way of 
the transgressor is _ hard.’ 
‘Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord, for this is well 
pleasing in his sight.’ 

‘Are the doctrines of the 
modem school of Progressives 
any more favorable to morals, 
virtue, or honesty, than this 
old-fashioned New-England 
teaching, ‘the Bible says so”? 
Are the men and women who 
have fellowship in public as- 
semblies — the Rev. Browns, 
the Abby Kellys, the Bloomers, 
the She-isms of all grades, the 
He-isms of all stripes — any 
more industrious, or intelli- 
gent, or useful, than those 
taught in all the strictness of a 
New-England household, with 
the watch and ‘the Bible says 
so’? Are the ‘higher law’ 
doctrines of the present day, 
any better than the highest 
doctrine of the New-England 
Church — ‘the Bible says-so’? 
(continued page 40) 
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black, of which it seemed the 
counterpart. A corner of this 
robe was drawn over Zuleika’s 
head and face, veiling it from 
my eyes. 

I drew near to her with 
feelings of the deepest 
emotion, for though as I gazed 
at her crumbling form I knew 
that the passionate love with 
which I had once regarded her 
was dead, slain by the know- 
ledge of her falseness, it was 
not possible to feel towards 
her as towards any other wo- 
man. The tie between us had 
been too sacred, too tender. 
No man who has once truly 
felt the holy emotion of a 
pure love can ever regard with 
indifference the woman who 
has lain within his arms, and 
borne to him the most sacred 
relationship of all. Yea, 
though that woman may prove 
as false as sin. Though she may 
have trampled on his affection 
as on a worthless rag, and 
trifled with his heart as a child 
toys with a plaything. For the 
man who has once truly loved 
her she will ever be surround- 
ed with the halo of the infinite 
tendemess of a love that has 
no counterpart save in the still 
purer, holier love of a mother 
for her child. 

In mine anger when I first 
knew of her falseness and my 
dishonor, I could have killed 


Zuleika with mine own hand, 
but even had I done so her 
death would have filled me 
with an infinite anguish of re- 
morse so soon as ever the fatal 
deed had been done. And now 
as I looked down upon her 
and knew that she, too, was 
dead, and by what means she 
had died, my heart was 
tom by the violent passion of 
anger and sorrow. I loved her 
no longer as I once had done. 
Could she have risen before 
me in all the pure beauty of 
her earthly days I should have 
still drawn aloof from her, 
knowing her nature as I knew 
it now. But nevertheless my 
heart was hot against her 
murderess, and I could have 
cried aloud with anguish when 
I thought of her cruel suffer- 
ings ere she died. If aught 
could have added fuel to the 
fire of my anger against 
Artemisia the sight of Zuleika 
would have done so, and I 
vowed a yet more fearful oath 
to sacrifice all other things un- 
to my purpose of Revenge. 
Trembling with emotion I 
drew near to Zuleika, thinking 
to raise gently one corner of 
the robe which hid her face, 
that I might gaze but once 
again upon the features so 
dear to mine eyes in the long 
past days on Earth. Ere I 
could touch her, however, the 
veil that shrouded her face 
(continued page 21) 19 


Doctors may dismiss as imaginary the ‘voices’ which sensitives hear. 


A Guide to Mediumship 


and psychical unfoldment 


E. W. & M. H. Wallis 


CHAPTER VI 


OBSESSIONS: ITS CAUSES AND CURE 


Continued from last issue— 

Spontaneous Mediumship 
Not Understood. 

Sensitives sometimes hear 
unpleasant ‘voices,’ which 
medical men are apt to regard 
as purely subjective or imagin- 
ary—but they may be truly 
voices—those of spirit people— 
as spontaneous or natural 
clairaudience is quite as pro- 
bable as natural clairvoyance 
or psychometry. It may be 
that the inner hearing has been 
opened upon the lower plane 
of the thought-conditions of 
the soul realm, and the sensi- 
tive hears expressions, or 
senses the repulsive thoughts, 
that distress him, somewhat as 
one might be shocked by hear- 
ing the objectionable language 
of the habitues of a low 
public-house, or by the vulgar 
and brutal expressions of a 
group of coarse and ignorant 
men when passing them in the 
street. There would not neces- 
20 


sarily be any intention to of- 
fend, under such _ circum- 
stances, as those people would 
simply be speaking in their ac- 
customed manner. In the same 
way it is probable that the 
spirits whose voices and 
thoughts produce unpleasant 
effects upon sensitives may be 
unconscious of the fact that 
they are overheard; or may 
not know how to move away 
from them, any more than the 
sensitives know how to close 
their psychic nature so as to 
become unconscious of, and 
unresponsive to, unwelcome 
companions. 

Conditions and Causes of 
Obsession. 

The conditions and causes 
which lead up to real or sup- 


posed obsession may be 
summed up as follows: 
Temporary association; 


such as living in a haunted 
house or in companionship 
with people of a low moral 
(continued page 28) 
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became transparent as gauze, 
and revealed to mine eyes, not 
the lovely features of my once 
wife, but the _ shrunken, 
withered face of an old, old 
woman, stamped with an ex- 
pression of vice and shame 
such as one sees on some 
wretched woman of the streets, 
who hath sold herself for gold. 

“Ye Powers!’’ I cried in 
horror, “‘is this Zuleika’s Spirit 
after all, or have I made some 
strange mistake?”’ 

Then I looked again, more 
closely, and I saw that it was 
indeed the Zuleika I had loved. 
The features were the same, 


but the blighting hand of sin 
and treachery had rested on 
them, stamping on them the 
true impress of the shallow, 
sensual Soul beneath the once 


‘fair exterior. The expression 


was the same as she had ever 
worn in Jelal-ud-din’s mirror, 
only now there were no 
charms of feature to redeem 
its hideousness. 

I turned away, saddened at 
the sight, and filled with my 
passion against the woman 
whose hand had helped to 
shed such ruin around me. 

I willed to see her next, 
that I might stand face to face 
with her once more. 


CHAPTER VII. — THE SEA OF PASSION; TEACHINGS ON 
THE SEPARATION OF SPIRITUAL SPHERES; WE PLOT 
AGAINST ARTEMISIA 


I found myself standing at 
last beside a lone sea, whose 
dark billows dashed furiously 
upon the mighty rocks which 
like a wall of iron shut it in. 
Here and there were bleak 
patches of sandy shore, like 
barren resting places amidst a 
wilderness of jagged rocks and 
stormy waves. A furious hurri- 
cane, whose hot breath was 
like the scorching blast of a 
sirocco, seemed to rage there 
eternally, driving the mighty 
waters upon those towering 


rocks with the re-echoing roar 
of thunder, and _ scattering 
great volumes of spray far 
over the wild dark plains that 
lay beyond this troublous sea. 
Storm clouds hovered over- 
head, and the fiery magnetism 
cast off from the stormy Souls 
of those who had created this 
scene of passion rent the sky 
in all directions with their 
lightning flashes, while the 
deep, reverberating roll of the 
giant waves and wind fell on 
the ear unceasingly. 

(continued next issue) 21 
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from 


The Spirit World 


Dictated by Stephen Olin through Rey. R. P. Wilson, 1853 


DISCOURSE VIII. 


THE TRUE WORSHIP OF THE FATHER 


Continued from last issue— 
As the universe contains its 
Author, and the Author his 
universe, and as man is a uni- 
verse in epitome, it follows 
that he is an “image” and 
“likeness” of God. Hence, a 
true knowledge of an har- 
moniously developed man will 
illustrate the true idea of the 
Supreme Jehovah; at least, so 
far as the finite can represent 
the Infinite. Although the 
copy may embody the ele- 
mentary principles of the di- 
vine existence, and man may, 
by its study, arrive at truth, 
yet, within the impenetrable 
depths and _ undiscovered 
heights of the Celestial Orb, 
the finite mind can never ap- 
proach, while, at the same 
time, the immortal spirit will 
ever approximate nearer and 
nearer its Author and its end. 
To commence, then, with 
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our only true illustration of 
the Divine Being and _attri- 
butes, we inquire, What is 
man? A correct answer to this 
inquiry will, at least, be an ap- 
proximation toward ulterior 
Truth. But another difficulty 
here presents itself: man, in his 
most developed state on earth, 
is necessarily imperfect, and 
absolute perfection is unat- 
tainable; in other words, as no 
intelligence will ever cease to 
progress, there will yet remain 
in the future more for the 
spirit to attain. Thus the best 
representation of the Divine 
Existence must come short of 
perfect reality. Notwithstand- 
ing this is the case, no dis- 
couragement is presented to 
the aspiring principle of the 
immortal nature; it is rather its 
greatest delight, that the high- 
est good toward which it ever 
approximates, ever unfolds, 


DISCOURSES FROM THE SPIRIT-WORLD 


with the spirit’s advancement, 
into more beautiful propor- 
tions and more sublime reali- 
ties. 

In answer to the question, 
What is man? we reply: 1. 
That he possesses, in the high- 
est state of his earthly de- 
velopment, three distinct ele- 
mental principles, coexisting 
in the utmost harmony and 
symmetrical proportions. 
These elemental principles 
constitute the outer, inter- 
mediate, and inner natures of 
man, or his physical, psycho- 
physical, and spiritual or 
divine existence. The physical 
nature of the man is as perfect 
a development as the mind can 
conceive in its present state. In 
a state of perfect health, the 
entire system performs varied 
and mutually adapted func- 
tions, and harmony reigns 
throughout the whole being. 
In beautiful correspondence 
with this, the second depart- 
ment of man’s nature — the 
psychophysical or “spiritual 
body” — is developed with the 
greatest precision and_har- 
monious proportions, and 
with indestructible principles 
or elemental substances of an 
exceedingly refined nature. 
This foundation of man’s con- 
tinued existence does not 
attain its perfected form and 
elemental substances until the 


physical form is laid aside, or, 
“returns to the earth from 
whence it came.” The third 
essence of man’s nature is im- 
mortal and essential life, or 
the divine principle dwelling 
within the inner vale of the 
‘‘true tabernacle’’— the “‘house 
not made with hands” — whose 
destiny is a life ‘“‘eternal in the 
heavens.”’ This threefold nature 
of man is the most perfect 
visible organization on earth, 
and this organization is only 
externally visible in man’s 
present condition. 

All things in the universe 
exist in an organized state. 
This truth is not always per- 
ceived by mankind; yet a mo- 
ment’s reflection will show the 
impossibility of an opposite 
state of things. God is an 
Infinite Organization; and as 
all things are emanations from 
him, it follows, as a matter of 
necessity, that order and form 
constitute essential principles 
of even chaotic substances, 
however refined or attenuated. 
Retuming, again, to our il- 
lustration of the Supreme 
Intelligence, we behold that 
man’s physical system is a per- 
fect representation of order, 
form, and use; in other words, 
his physical nature is a per- 
fectly organized instrument 
for the accomplishment of 
specific purposes. 

(continued next issue) 
23 


SAYINGS FROM THE LIVING LIGHT PHILOSOPHY 


When our desire to possess is greater than our reason to be free, 
life is miserable. 


* * *£ F 


No moment of life is ever wasted, for each and every experience 
was necessary for man to qualify himself and set his soul free. 


*+ * F F 


When it means enough the transformation is the effect. 


* *£ £ KF 


Regrets are the errors of the past, 
worries the conscience of the present. 


* *£ ££ FF KF 


Humility is the key which opens the door of consideration 
that man my enter God’s paradise of peace. 


+ * £ F 


That that we like, loves us, 
and that that loves us, frees us. 
— The Wise One 
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DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


we 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 

these realms are unlike any- 
thing terrestrial. The far-away 
fields of mossy green and 
twinkling gold, flowers, and 
the immense  mansion-like 
chapels and_ pavilion-looking 
cathedrals, decorated with 
myriads of shadowy vines, re- 
mind you faintly of scenes 
upon the planet Satur. Bright, 
billowy topped trees, and 
velvety, white paths between, 
and solemn, anthemnal music 
filling and thrilling the whole 
with a feeling of unutterable 
sacredness; and processions of 
thoughtful men and women, 
and long lines of persons who 
(you can easily see) were once 
halt and sick and maimed and 
deaf and dumb and blind, and 
groups of singing and worship- 
ping children — all impress 
you as a new world created in 
the heavens, designed for 
those who are wholly devoted 
to “the love and worship of 
God.” 

The castle-like chapels and 
the cathedral-looking temples 
are the dwelling places of 
grave and dignified hosts, who 
were once Popes, Prelates, Bis- 
hops, Cardinals, Priests, 
founders of Secret Orders, 
Saints, and Dignitaries from 
every kingdom and principal- 
ity that ever existed since the 
foundation of human history. 
Embowered and _ sheltered, 
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throughout a vast continent of 
great natural beauty, and per- 
vaded with a feeling of solem- 
nity, these ecclesiastical associ- 
ations are glorious and well- 
nigh irresistible. Here you be- 
hold the immemorial holiness 
and awfulness of what, in re- 
ligion, is called ‘“‘very ancient.” 
The sacred clouds of the 
world’s many past ages hang 
over the gates of every half- 
hidden sanctuary. Here you re- 
call the poet’s line — ‘The 
splendor falls on castle walls, 
and snowy summits old in 
story;” but you substitute for 
“snowy” the literal word 
shadowy; for the slumbers of 
ten thousand centuries seem 
packed away in _ these 
structures. 

There is a painful, op- 
pressive pleasure in contempla- 
ting these impressive, these 
massive, these harmonious ag- 
gregations of solemn antiqui- 
ties. I look at them with a feel- 
ing like that awakened by 
standing beneath great oak 
trees of gigantic diameters, 
with tops lifted majestically 
away up into the calm, clear 
sky, compared with which 
one’s own dwarfed and in- 
significant stature is as a grain 
of sand lying silent at the foot 
of the mighty mountain. The 
effect is instructive and 
benignly ennobling. 


(continued next issue) 


Spiritual Healing 


The faith and trust that 
animals manifest in man make 
them most receptive to spiri- 
tual healing. Likewise, their 
sensitive natures make them 
more vulnerable to so-called 
auric pollution. In other 
words, they are deeply affect- 
ed by our negative thinking. 
And, as attitudes of mind are 
directly responsible for our 
state of health, if we con- 
stantly entertain thoughts of 
denial and rejection, instead of 
accepting the right of all ex- 
pression, in time, we suffer 
the consequences physically. 
Our animals, which are in 
rapport with us, also suffer. 

It therefore behooves man, 
as the more advanced form in 
the animal kingdom, to take 
greater personal responsbility 
for his acts and activities, to 
provide a spiritually uplifting 
environment for the four- 
legged friends in his care. 
When we are disturbed or 
frustrated in life, we un- 
wittingly emanate vibrations 
that influence our animals’ 
feelings and activities and their 
health. 


by Miriam Bostwick* 


Our pets are not merely 
our possessions; they are souls 
expressing through a form 
more limited in some respects 
than the form of man, and 
evolving in a similiar process. 
We can best grant them the 
fulfillment of their purpose 
for this incarnation by making 
the effort to become aware of 
ourselves, by applying the 
natural laws in our own lives, 
and by granting them dis- 
cipline, not punishment, ap- 
propriate to their needs in 
order to help them flow with 
the divine laws in a more har- 
monious way. As we, our- 
selves, make the effort to 
change our patterns of license 
and self-will, we will then be 
able to grant this freedom 
from old patterns of mind, to 
our animals. 

Joy is contagious. Let us 
make great effort to express 
it by controlling our minds, 
that our animals may ex- 
perience the guidance and en- 
couragement that we as more 
highly evolved souls have 
merited the responsibility to 
give them. Oo 
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A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP 


continued from page 20 
tone, and being, perhaps un- 
consciously, subject to ‘sug- 
gestions’ from them. 

Nervous exhaustion and 
psychical depletion, resulting 
from too frequent and pro- 
longed ‘sittings’ and promiscu- 
Ous seances where inharmon- 
ious conditions prevail. 

Mental concentration by 
excited and continuous 
thought about the one subject 
to the exclusion of others; and 
indiscriminate — self-surrender 
to ‘control’ in the anxiety to 
become a medium. 

Unrestrained imagination; 
the morbid pessimism which 
follows upon intense grief; or 
other ‘shocks’ which cause 
mental strain, hysteria, or 
melancholia, or both. 

Auto-suggestion resulting 
from fear and due to the mis- 
interpretation of sensations 
and impulses which may be 
accounted for on_ purely 
physiological grounds. 

Diseased or unbalanced 
conditions of body of mind; 
or personal habits which make 
excessive drain upon the vital 
energies and lower the moral 
tone of the sensitive. 

We do not deny that spirits 
may, and sometimes do, 
dominate an individual, but 
we feel assured that in the 
majority of such cases, where 
the control obtains the 
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mastery, there is some weak- 
ness or disease; some point of 
contact and similarity between 
the spirit and the physical, 
mental, moral, or psychical 
conditions of the sensitive.* 
Those associations, however, 
in which the disposition and 
purpose of the spirit may be 
called evil or malevolent are 
rare; and the instances in which 
the obsessing spirit cannot be 
reached by benevolent sym- 
pathies and services on the 
part of the sitters and the 
sensitive are still more rare! 
In our experience we have 
found that in the few cases 
where badly-disposed spirits 
were really at work, they came 
to gratify their spite, to mis- 
lead for revenge, or to ‘get 
even’ because of some injury 
or fancied slight. 


*Hudson Tuttle holds that ‘a 
deficiency of will power, induced 
by physical conditions, rather than 
mental, has been the immediate 
cause of what is called obsession, 
in varying degrees from a slight 
inclination to complete loss of self- 
control. . .Unless the gateway is 
open, such influence cannot enter. 
Known or unknown, there is a 
weak point of attack, a physical 
state, more or less. diseased, 
reflected on the mind, and making 
it plastic to impressions received 
through the lower nature.’ 
(continued next issue) 
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borders all those multitudes of 
sinful souls whose material 
lives have been passed on 
earth, and whose existences 
date back to the remote far- 
off ages in which the planet 
Earth first began to bear its 
harvest of conscious immortals, 
destined to sin and suffer and 
work out each their own salva- 
tion till they should be puri- 
fied from all earthly stain — all 
taint of their lower nature. 
The multitudes of such lives 
have been, and shall yet be, as 
the stars of the sky and the 
sands of the sea in number, 
and as each builds for himself 
his own habitation in the 
higher or in the lower spheres, 
so are the vast spheres peopled 
and their many dwelling places 
and cities formed. 

“Far beyond the power of 
any mortal to carry even his 
thoughts, lie the myriad dwel- 
ling places of the spheres, each 
spot or locality bearing upon 
it the individual stamp of the 
spirit whose life has created it, 
and as there are no two faces, 
no two minds, exactly similar 
in all the countless beings that 
have peopled the earth — so 
there are no two places in the 
spirit world exactly alike. 
Each place — yea, even each 
sphere — is the separate crea- 
tion of the particular class of 
minds that have created it, and 
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those whose minds are in af- 
finity being drawn to each 
other in the spirit world every 
place will bear more or less 
the peculiar stamp of its 
inhabitants. 

“Thus in giving a descrip- 
tion of this or any other 
sphere you will naturally be 
able to tell only what you 
have seen, and to describe 
those places to which you 
were attracted, while another 
spirit who has beheld a dif- 
ferent portion of the same 
sphere may describe it so very 
differently that men on earth, 
who limit all things too much, 
and measure them by their 
own standards of probability, 
will say that since you differ 
in describing the same sphere 
you must both be wrong. 
They forget that Rome is not 
Genoa, Milan, or Venice, yet 
these are all in Italy. Lyons is 
not Paris, yet both are in 
France — and both will bear 
certain characteristic features, 
certain national traits of 
resemblance. Or to extend the 
simile still farther, New York 
and Constantinople are both 
cities upon the planet Earth, 
yet there is between them and 
their population so great a dif- 
ference, so wide a gulf, that it 
requires that we should look 
no longer for national charac- 
teristics but only for the broad 
fact that both are inhabited by 
(continued page 32) 


Serenity 


“Truth is taught through 
indirection, demonstration 
and example” states the 
Living Light philosophy. We 
learn that our actions speak 
much louder than words for 
it is the living demonstration 
that has the greatest impact 
on those who are seeking the 
light. People can actually see 
the results of our efforts to 
practice daily peace within 
and an acceptance of God as 
a greater authority in our 
lives. This application of the 
philosophy is what is meant 
by our religion; without ap- 
plication the philosophy 
stands solemn like a vast un- 
tapped resource. It is so easy 
to speak words of truth; it is 
far more difficult to live and 
apply them. 

We learn that we must pass 


Students 


by Sandy Haeberle* 


through the plane of con- 
sciousness of preacher before 
that of teacher. It seems that 
as we progress onward we 
evolve through the level that 
needs to preach to others and 
we become qualified through 
our experiences to demon- 
strate the truth and to teach 
others. 

When we first glimpse the 
light of truth, we are so eager 
to run back and shout it from 
the rooftops. But let us re- 
member it is the demonstra- 
tion and example that we set 
forth that has the real value to 
others. It is so wonderful to 
merit such a beautiful philoso- 
phy as The Living Light. Now, 
with God’s help we pray that 
we may apply it — for this is 
our religion. Oo 


Editor’s Note — The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk* 


31 


A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 30 

the human race, differing, 
however widely, in manners 
and appearance. 

“And now I would have 
you each observe that in all 
your wanderings — in all the 
sad sights you have seen — all 
the unhappy beings you have 
known groveling in this sink of 
their own iniquities, there 
were yet the germs of human 
souls inextinguishable and un- 
destroyable, and you have 
each learned, I trust, that long 
as may be the probation of 
the soul — greatly as it may re- 
tard the hour of its release by 
the perversion of its powers — 
yet to all is given the inalien- 
able birthright of hope, and to 
each will come at last the hour 
of awakening, and those who 
have sunk to the lowest depths 
will arise even as a pendulum 
swung to its farthest limit will 
arise and swing back again as 
high as it has sunk low. 

“Bitter and awful is the 
reckoning the sinful soul must 
pay for its wild indulgence in 
evil, but once paid there is not 
again that reckoning to be 
met, there is no inexorable 
creditor whose ears are deaf to 
the voice of prayer or who will 
say to the repentant prodigal, 
“Begone, for your doom is 
sealed and the hour of your re- 
demption past. Oh, Brethren 
of Hope! Can man in his little- 
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ness measure the power of the 
Almighty whose ways are past 
his finding out? Can man puta 
limit to his mercy and say it 
shall be denied to any sorrow- _ 
ful sinner however deep has 
been his sin? God alone can 
condemn, and he alone can 
pardon and his voice cries out 
to us in everything, in every 
blade of grass that grows, in 
every ray of light that shines: 
‘how great is the goodness and 
mercy of our God — how long- 
suffering and how slow to 
anger.’ And his voice calls with 
trumpet tongue, through his 
many angels and ministering 
spirits, to all who repent and 
seek for mercy that mercy is 
ever given — pardon, full and 
free, is granted unto all who 
earnestly seek it and would 
truly labor that they may win 
it. Even beyond the grave, 
even within the gates of Hell 
itself, there is yet mercy and 
pardon, yet hope and love 
held out to all. Not one atom 
of the immortal soul essence 
which has been breathed into 
man and become a living con- 
scious individuality is ever 
again truly lost, wholly doom- 
ed either to annihilation or 
eternal misery. They err, I had 
almost said they sin, who 
teach man otherwise, for by 
so doing they shut a door 
upon his hopes and render the 
erring soul yet more desperate 
(continued page 34) 
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because more hopeless, when, 
as he deems, Death has put the 
final seal of damnation upon 
his fate. I would when each of 
you returns to the earth plane 
that you proclaim to all this 
truth which you have learned 
in these your wanderings, and 
strive ever that each and all 
may feel the sense of hope and 
the need there is to take heed 
to their ways while there is yet 
time. Far easier were it for 
man in his earth life to undo 
his misdeeds than if he wait 
till Death has placed his 
barrier between him and those 
to whom he would atone. 

“In those Hells which you 
have seen all has been the out- 
come of men’s own evil lives— 
the works of their own past — 
either upon earth or in its 
spheres. There is nothing but 
what has been the creation of 
the soul itself, however horrible 
to you may appear its sur- 
roundings. However shocked 
you may have felt at the spiri- 
tual appearance of _ these 
beings, yet must you ever re- 
member that such as they are, 
have they made themselves. 
God has not added one grain’s 
weight to the burden of any, 
and equally must it be the 
work of each to undo what he 
has done, to build up again 
what he has destroyed, to 
purify what he has debased. 
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And then will these wretched 
dwellings, these degraded 
forms — these fearful sur- 
roundings — be exchanged for 
brighter and happier scenes — 
purer bodies — more peaceful 
homes, and when at last in the 
fullness of time the good on 
earth and in its spheres shall 
overcome the bad, the evil 
sights and evil places will be 
swept away as the froth upon 
the sea is swept on by the ad- 
vancing tide, and the pure 
Water of Life shall flow over 
these spots and purify them 
till these solid black 
mountains, this dense heavy 
atmosphere, and these foul 
dwelling-places shall melt in 
the strong purifying fire of 
repentance, even as the hard 
granite rock is melted in the 
crucible of the chemist till it is 
dissipated into the atmosphere 
and floated away to form 
other rocks elsewhere. Nothing 
is ever lost, nothing ever des- 
troyed. All things are im- 
perishable. Those atoms which 
your body has attracted to it 
today are thrown off again to- 
morrow, and pass on to form 
other bodies eternally, as these 
emanations of men’s spiritual 
natures are formed into the 
earth spheres, and when there 
is no longer magnetism suf- 
ficiently gross to hold to- 
gether these gross particles 
which form the lower spheres, 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


When we are in self we judge 
what is going to happen. When 
we are in God we don’t judge 
at all. 

Michael Field, Age 9 


You should have considerashen 
for others for when you do 
God has considerashon for 
you. He can be nicer to you 
and you will be happer. 

Ayanna Newton Wright, Age 9 


When I say my affirmation I 
feel good inside. I express God 
and goodens. 

Shannon Murphy, Age 10 


When we are in self we are 

dinying God but when we are 

out of self we are in God. 
Stacey McKenzie, Age 9 


afl 


In Lyceum we are learning our 
colors and it is fun! 
Heather Truitt, Age 2 


You need faith in order to 
have patients. When you belive 
in God you already have faith. 

Patrice Karlsen, Age 11% 


There is a saying in our church 
work is love made manifest. If 
you give work freely it’s like 
giving love to God and all the 
people that are around you. 
Jaye Chillas, Age 14% 


Responsibility is very good to 
have! If you have responsi- 
bility you are able to respond 
to things. Like if you have 
jobs to feed animals, or to de- 
liver papers or clean your 
room and you do them your 
are in responsibility. Because 
if you do not do them you are 
not responsible at all. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 12 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its 
students, this column contains the unedited articles submitted by 
the children attending our children’s philosophy classes. — Editor 
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these atoms will become de- 
tached from following the 
earth and its sphere in their 
rushing journey through the 
limitless ether of space, and 
will float in suspension in the 
ether till drawn to another 
planet whose spheres are con- 
genial and whose spiritual in- 
habitants are on an equally 
gross plane. Thus these same 
rocks and this country have all 
formed in the past the lower 
spheres of other planets which 
have now grown too highly 
developed to attract them and 
they will, when this, our earth, 
has ceased to attract them, be 
drawn off and form the 
spheres of some other planet. 
“So too are our higher 
spheres formed of matter 
more etherealized, yet still 
matter, which has been cast 
off from planet spheres much 
in advance of ours, and in like 
manner these atoms will be 
left by us and reabsorbed in 
turn by our successor. Nothing 
is lost, nothing wasted, 
nothing is really new. The 
things called new are but new 
combinations of that which 
exists already, and is in its 
nature eternal. To what ulti- 
mate height of development 
we shall reach, I know not — 
none can know since there can 
be no limit to our knowledge 


or our progress. But I believe 
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that could we forsee the ulti- 
mate destiny of our own small 
planet, as we can in part judge 
of it from seeing the more ad- 
vanced ones around us, we 
should learn to look upon 
even the longest earthly life 
and the longest, saddest pro- 
bation of these dark spheres as 
but stepping stones on which 
man shall mount to _ the 
thrones of angels at last. 

‘“‘What we can see — what 
we do know and may grasp — 
is the great and ever present 
truth that hope is truly eternal 
and progression is ever possi- 
ble even to the lowest and 
most degraded and sin-stained 
soul. It is this great truth we 
would have each of you to 
preach both to mortal and im- 
mortal man, when you return 
to the earth planes and to 
your work there, and as you 
have been’ helped = and 
strengthened and taught, so 
do you feel bound by the obli- 
gations of gratitude and the 
ties of Universal Brotherhood 
to help others. 

‘Let us now bid farewell 
to this Dark Land, not in 
sorrow over its sadness and its 
sins, but in hope and with 
earnest prayer for the future 
of all who are yet im the bonds 
of suffering and sin.” 

As our great leader con- 
cluded his speech we took our 
last look at the Dark Country, 
(continued page 38) 
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CHAPTER II — MARVEL OF MAGNETIC INFLUENCE AND 
SOMNAMULISM -— Secret Societies — Magic — The 
“‘Atmospheric Spirit’’ — Flying Souls — Murder and Its Results. 


Continued from last issue— 

In a work devoted to the 
relation of occult narratives I 
have in my library at this 
moment an account of the 
“manifestations,’’ as they were 
termed, which occurred, on 
three occasions, at a certain 
castle in Bohemia. The writer 
attributes these disturbances 
to disembodied spirits, but in 


the particular case in question,- 


I insist that the atmospheric 
spirits of the Berlin Brother- 
hood were the authors of the 
facts recorded. As the experi- 
ments of these grave gentle- 
men were neither pursued in 
fun or mischief, but solely 
with a view to evolve the 
rationale of a psychological 
science, I must confess that 
they followed out their ex- 
periments without remorse or 
consideration for the feelings 
of others; and as we were all 
bound by the most solemn 


oaths of secrecy, there was 
little or no chance that a solu- 
tion to any of the mysteries 
that originated in our circle 
could escape from its charmed 
precincts. I am now writing at 
a period of nearly half a 
century after the following 
occurrences; there will be no 
impropriety, therefore, m my 
recalling to any individual who 
may chance to retain a re- 
collection of the event, the 
scandal that prevailed about 
fifty years ago in a town in 
Russia, concerning a noble- 
man much given to the study 
of occult arts, who was alleged 
to have put to death a young 
country girl whom he had sub- 
jected for some months to 
his magical experiments, and 
that for the purpose of 
proving whether her atmos- 
pheric spirit, violently thrust 
out of the body in the vigor of 
vitality, could not continue 
(continued page 39) 37 
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THE PEACOCK’S COMPLAINT 


The Peacock one day com- 
plained to the Goddess Juno. 

‘Look here,” he said, 
“it’s not fair that the Nightin- 
gale should have such a lovely 
voice that everybody thinks 
it’s wonderful while I sound, 
when I sing, like a rusty old 
gate screeching.” 

Juno, who liked Peacocks 
very much, tried to be patient. 

“Certainly,’’ she said, “‘the 
Nightingale has a nice voice, 
that’s the way it should be, 
while you are much more 
beautiful and bigger than he is; 
isn’t that enough?” 

““No,”’ squeaked the Pea- 
cock, “I think I ought to be 
big and beautiful, and sing just 


as well as he does, too.” 

Then Juno really scolded 
him. “‘Look here, Mr. Peacock, 
we can’t all be alike. The Eagle 
is strong, the Nightingale can 
sing very well, you’re beautiful, 
Parrots can talk like men, and 
Doves are innocent. That’s the 
way things are in this world 
and none of the rest of them is 
complaining. They are all con- 
tented with being themselves, 
and unless you want to be 
miserable all the time, you had 
better learn to be the same.”’ 

The Point: You don’t do 
yourself or anybody else any 
good when you are dissatisfied 
with your lot. You might just 
as well make the best of it. 
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and, descending the mountain, 
we passed once more through 
the Ring of Fire, which, as 
before, was by our will power 
driven back on either side of 
38 


us that we might pass through 
in safety. 

Thus ended my wander- 
ings in the Kingdoms of Hell. 


(continued next issue) 
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hovering around the scene of 
death, and make manifesta- 
tions palpable to the sense of 
sight and sound. The popular 
rumor concerning this bar- 
barous sacrifice was that the 
nobleman in question had se- 
duced the unhappy peasant 
girl, and, after having periled 
her immortal soul by his 
magical arts, he had ruthlessly 
destroyed her body for fear 
she should betray him. 

Certain it was that the 
gentleman in question was 
charged with murder, tried 
and acquitted, just as it was 
supposed any other powerful 
nobleman in his place would 
have been. The results, how- 
ever, were that strange and 
horrible disturbances took 
place in his castle. The af- 
frighted domestics alleged that 
the spirit of the victim held 
possession of her destroyer’s 
dwelling, and night after night 
her wild shrieks and blood- 
stained form, flying through 
gallery and corridor, “‘made 
night hideous,’’ and startled 
the surrounding peasantry 
from slumber. Rumor added 
that the ghost, spectre, or 
“atmospheric spirit,’’ whatever 
it might be, was not laid for 
years, and that the adept who 
had resorted to such terrible 
methods of gratifying his in- 
satiate thirst for occult know- 


ledge paid a_ tremendous 
penalty for what he had 
sought. Tortured with the hor- 
rible phantom he had evoked, 
his mind succumbed, and be- 
came a mere wreck. At the 
time when I commenced my 
experiences with the Brother- 
hood, this man, who had once 
been an honored member of 
their society, was confined as 
a hopeless lunatic, whilst his 
castle and_ estates were 
abandoned by his heir to the 
possession of the dread 
haunter and the destructive 
spirit of neglect and dilapida- 
tion. 

It was by the command of 
my associates that I one night 
visited, in the magnetic sleep, 
the cell of the lunatic; and 
being charged by the power of 
the Brothers with their com- 
bined magnetic force, I threw 
it on the maniac, and by this 
means, whilst his suffering 
body slumbered tranquilly, I 
returned to our ‘“‘sanctuary”’ 
with his spirit; and from the 
records of that night’s pro- 
ceedings, I extract the follow- 
ing minutes of what transpired. 
He whose office I am not per- 
mitted by my honor to name, 
I shall call “Grand Master,” 
and he thus questioned what 
was always called on these 
occasions the ‘‘flying soul” of 
the maniac: 

Grand Master — Did you 
(continued page 41) 39 
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In a word, does it make a man 
the worse citizen, or a woman 
the less useful, or a boy the 
more idle and vicious, to have 
been taught this doctrine — 
‘the Bible says so’? 

‘Well will it be for our 
country when such men as 
‘Silonius,’ with all the host of 
Bible-scoffers, Sabbath-break- 
ers, and law-destroyers, shall 
find the ‘Harmonia’ they are 
so anxiously looking for and 
expecting, and, gathered in 
one grand phalanx, shall con- 
fine their teachings to them- 
selves and the children of their 
own begetting, and no in- 
fluence of the kind now exert- 
ed shall poison the rational 
teachings founded upon the 
Bible and its ‘says so.’ 

“Yours, “Senex” 

A Kind Word to “Senex” 

by “Silonius.” 


To the Editor of the New York 
Reformer: 

Dear Sir — As Editor, a 
position both conspicuous and 
exceedingly responsible, you 
will doubtless be assailed — 
more or less each week — with 
communications leading to 


popular Conservatism, or else 
to principles of Progression. 
So far as such communications 
serve the ends of human en- 
lightenment and reformation, 
you have resolved, I hope, 
without fear or favor, to admit 
them. On this impartial princi- 
ple, you admitted my strictures 
on the New York Observer; 
and, subsequently, the brief 
criticism of “‘Senex;” to whom 
I now have a few kind words 
to communicate. 

Senex misunderstands me: 
I donot undertake to denounce 
or repudiate the moral teach- 
ings of the Christian’s Bible; 
nor would I utter a word to 
detract a particle from the 
poetry and beauty of those 
ideas which have been, to his 
mind, “a guiding star through 
many a dark and cheerless 
night;”’ but against the erection 
of the “say so” of any man or 
Book, as an arbitrary standard 
—superior to the “vital spark 
of heavenly flame” that glows 
within on the altar of Reason 
—this, in accordance with my 
living conscience, I will write 
and speak against with all my 
heart, mind, and_ strength. 
Senex asks. — 


Gratitude is the law of supply. 
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kill the body of A.M.? Answer 
truly. 

Flying Soul —I did. 

G. M. — For what purpose, 
and how? 

F. S. — To ascertain if the 
atmospheric spirit, being full 
of life, could remain with me. 
I killed her by a sudden blow, 
so as to let all the life out at 
once, and I drew out the spirit 
from the dead from by mes- 
meric passes. 

G. M. — Did you see that 
spirit pass? 

F.S.—I did. 

G. M. — How did it look? 

F. S. — Exactly like the 
body, only it wore an aspect 
of horror and appeal terrible 
to behold. 

G. M. — Did the spirit stay 
with you, and how long? Did 
it obey you, and act intelli- 
gently, or did it act a merely 
automatic part? 

F. S. — Mortals, know that 
there is no death! I did not kill 
A.M. I only broke up the 
temple in which her soul dwelt. 
That soul is immortal, and 
cannot die. I found this out 
the moment after it had left 
the body, for it looked upon 
me, spoke to me, and re- 
proached me. O, God of 
heaven, saints and angels, pity 
me! It spoke to me as intelli- 
gently, but far, far more po- 
tentially than ever it had done 


in earthly being. It was not 
dead. It could not die; it never 
will die, and so it told me at 
once; but ah, me, miserable! I 
sank down aghast and struck 
with ineffable horror, as the 
spirit approached me, into a 
deep swoon, I entered the land 
of immortal souls. There I saw 
many people whom I had 
thought dead, but who were 
all still living. There, too, I saw 
the still living and radiantly 
glorious soul of my old pastor, 
Michael H . Sternly but 
sorrowfully he told me I had 
committed a great and ir- 
reparable crime; that all crime 
was unpardonable, and could 
only be wiped out by personal, 
and not by vicarious atone- 
ment, as he had falsely taught 
whilst on earth; that my only 
means of atonement was suf- 
fering, and that in kind, or in 
connection with my dreadful 
crime; that, as the poor victim 
would be engaged during the 
term of her earthly life (broken 
short by my act) in working it 
out in an earthly sphere, so 
her magnetism, actually at- 
tracted, as I had deemed, to 
the spot where her life had 
been taken, would continue to 
haunt me, and repeat in vision 
the last dread act of murder 
until her life essence should 
melt away, and her spirit be- 
come free to quit the earth, 
and progress, as she would do, 
(continued page 42) 41 
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to higher spheres. Sometimes, 
this stern teacher informed me, 
I should see the real living 
soul of my victim, and then it 
would be as a pitying angel 
striving to help me; but still 
oftener I should see only the 
“spectre,” and this would al- 
Ways appear as in the death- 
moment, an avenging form, 
partly conjured up from my 
own memory, and partly from 
the magnetic aura of my 
victim, and always taking the 
shape and circumstances of 
my dreadful crime. Mortals, 
there is much more to tell you 
of the awful realms beyond 
the grave, and the solemn 
connection between life and 
death, but more I dare not 
speak. Human beings will soon 
learn it for themselves; for the 
souls of the immortals are pre- 
paring to bridge over the gulf 
of death, and men and spirits 
will yet cross and recross it. 
Meantime ye are the blind 
leading the blind; deceiving 
yourselves with a vain philoso- 
phy, and deceiving all to 
whom ye teach it. There is no 
Death! I must be gone. Hark, I 


am called.” 

The minutes which follow, 
on this strange revelation of 
the maniac’s “flying soul,” 
add: 

“It would seem that the 
body was disturbed in its 
somnambulism, and the soul 
recalled; but we could have 
gained nothing by prolonging 
this interview, for evidently 
that soul had returned in its 
lucid intervals to the ancient 
and false philosophy in which 
it had in childhood been in- 
structed, namely, the mythical 
belief in its immortality. 

“The spirits of lunatics can 
be evoked, and always speak 
and think rationally when 
freed from the disordered 
body; but we note that they 
most commonly go back to 
the rudimental periods of their 
existence, and generally insist 
on the popular myth of im- 
mortality. 

“Perhaps they are en 
rapport with the prevailing 
opinions of men, and are thus 
psychologized into repeating 
accepted ideas. There is 
nothing, however, to be gained 
from this experiment.” 
(continued next issue) 


Direction is freedom’s expression. 
Desire the bondage of love. 
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+ humor is the salvation of the soul +> 


“‘The man who doesn’t know his own mind hasn’t missed 
much.”’ 


— Otto Preminger, National Enquirer 


The Living Light Philosophy: Only a fool acts without thought. 


SERENITY EVENTS 


DINNER PARTY: MAY 17, 1980 at 6:30 p.m. 


Serenity celebrates its 9th anniversary with a dinner party on 
Saturday, May 17 at the American Legion Log Cabin in San 
Anselmo. The social hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. All are cordially 
invited to attend. 


BAKE SALE: MAY 24, 1980 — all day 
The monthly bake sale will be held at Paradise Shopping 


Center in Corte Madera. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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